INTRODUCTION
Antarctica is one of the last wilderness areas left, and the largest. However, in the last 15 years the pressure of human activities on the region has increased significantly. There are currently more than seventy permanent and summer-only stations for the conduct of scientific research on the Antarctic continent, some of which are connected by regularly maintained ice roads and air transport networks.
1 The International Polar Year (IPY), scheduled for 2007-2008, will provide an extra impetus for scientific research in the Polar Regions. Further infrastructure will be developed to facilitate IPY-related research, coming on top of a range of current projects to add or upgrade bases and ice roads, and develop inter-and intracontinental air links.
Parallel to scientific research, Antarctic tourism has become a substantial and professional sector of the tourism industry. Each season, a growing number of tourists 2 enjoy the wilderness of Antarctica. penguin rookeries and historic sites, as well as a range of novel activities, such as extended walks, camping and kayaking. A more specialised offer includes diving, marathons, skydiving, and mountaineering. It is most likely that the number and diversity of tourist activities will increase further in the near future. In particular, air-and land-based support to tourism activities may increase from its current emerging state, partly due to the support of some Antarctic Treaty states for these activities. Snowmobile excursions may become a part of tourist packages and plans for the establishment of new permanent facilities for tourism in Antarctica may be developed.
Other types of activities, such as 'bioprospecting', 4 may also increase rapidly and bring new uncertainties to issues of governance and environmental protection under the Antarctic Treaty and related agreements. At sea, there is legal and illegal fishing of several slow-growing fish species and 'scientific' whaling, and a new krill fishery is developing. Consequently, apart from pressures related to climate change, the Antarctic is the subject of increasing pressure by human activities undertaken within the region itselfpartly as a result of scientific research and associated logistics, and partly as a result of commercial activities. As the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs S. Upton stated at the 1999 Ministerial Conference in Antarctica: 5 'Antarctica's greatest defence was isolation but that isolation has evaporated rapidly. ' These developments raise concerns from the perspective of the protection of the Antarctic environment. Most wilderness areas of the world are protected by the State that has sovereign power over the area. However, Antarctica is not subject to undisputed territorial sovereignty. As will be explained in more detail below, Antarctica is managed on the basis of various international agreements, of which the Antarctic Treaty of 1959 constitutes the basis. The set of instruments for the international governance of the Antarctic is often referred to as the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS).
This chapter focuses on the instrument of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) that has been developed within the ATS as one of the tools to promote environmental protection. The states involved in the ATS 
